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November 6, 2009 

 From Greg’s Desk 

Upcoming    
 
 
Every Tuesday 
Pretzel Sales 
$1.00  
After school 
Front/Back 
Lobbies 
Ongoing 
 
 
Wednesday, November  11 
Veteran’s Day – no school 
 
Friday, November 13 
Mystery Dinner 
 
Tuesday, November 17 
PTO Meeting 
 
Wednesday, November 25 
5th Grade Bake Sale 
Noon Dismissal 
 
Thursday & Friday, 
November 26 th & 27th 
No school – Thanksgiving 
break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Edition: 
November 20 
 

 Dear Families, 
 
As we approach the Veterans Day break, I must tell you that school is going beautifully. I love 
walking through the building and seeing students and teachers engaged in interesting 
activities. Everywhere I look I see children actively pursuing knowledge through a variety of 
hands-on projects.    

In one class-room, students studying electricity have wired their own doorbell and, instead of 
raising their hands to signal the teacher, they flash a light bulb by completing a circuit they 
have created under their desks.  

In another classroom, students have completed their pumpkin biographies just in time for 
Halloween. Last week Mother Goose visited the kindergarten rooms and cast a spell of pure 
enchantment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety Concerns 

In this increasingly digital age, “cyber safety” is of 
paramount importance to all of us. Because of this, I am sharing with you a letter addressed 
to all parents from Shelley Chamberlain, the Newton Public Schools’ Director of the Office of 
Instructional Technology. 
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From Greg’s Desk 
(Continued) 

 
Please be aware, as well, that the rules for allowing your child’s picture to be shown on the 
internet, even on classroom websites, have changed. At one time you had to give permission 
for your child’s photograph to be displayed on a school-constructed web site. Now you must 
explicitly “opt out” if you would prefer that your child’s picture not be shown. In order to 
obtain an “opt out” form, if you have not already received one, please contact Mrs. Coffey in 
the main office.  

 

 

Finally, I am increasingly concerned about traffic congestion 
on Alblemarle Road in the morning and at the end of school 
each day.  

In the past week staff members and I have observed a 
number of potentially dangerous situations in and around the 
Blue Zone.  Please remember that  

• Stopping in the Blue Zone for student pick-up is 
limited to one minute only (police officers ticketed violators this past week); if you 
need more than one minute, please park in the designated parking area further down 
Ablemarle Road and walk back. 

• Vehicles may not be left unattended in the Blue Zone during “blue zone times” for 
any reason. (This has occurred several times recently. One vehicle was left 
unattended for several minutes with the keys in the ignition, the engine running, and 
the doors unlocked!)  Please understand that four different vans and buses need to 
be able to pick up and drop off students in the Blue Zone. 

• Dropping off children from the driver’s side of your vehicle – even if you are parked 
in the Blue Zone – is dangerous, as cars are still moving down Albemarle.  Double 
parking and dropping off students on either side is also dangerous, especially for the 
youngest children, who may not be visible to other drivers. 

 

 

 

 BLUE ZONE AWARENESS 




