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Care & Respeact ~ Effort & Hard Work ~ Critical Thinking ~ Risk Taking

November 6, 2009 From Greg’s DeSk

Dear Families,

E‘r’;?gl'rs“;zgay As we approach the Veterans Day break, | must tell you that school is going beautifully. | love

$1.00 i.;;@ walking through the building and seeing students and teachers engaged in interesting

After school = activities. Everywhere | look | see children actively pursuing knowledge through a variety of

Front/Back hands-on projects.

Lobbies

Ongoing In one class-room, students studying electricity have wired their own doorbell and, instead of
raising their hands to signal the teacher, they flash a light bulb by completing a circuit they

Wednesday, November 11 have created under their desks.

Veteran's Day — hool . oo e
elerans bay =no schoo In another classroom, students have completed their pumpkin biographies just in time for

Friday, November 13 Halloween. Last week Mother Goose visited the kindergarten rooms and cast a spell of pure
Mystery Dinner enchantment!

Tuesday, November 17 . ; T —

PTO Meeting ’ ! i _—

Wednesday, November 25
5" Grade Bake Sale
Noon Dismissal

Thursday & Friday,
November 26 th & 27th
No school — Thanksgiving

break
Grade 5 - Pumpkin Biographies
Safety Concerns KG with Mother Goose
In this increasingly digital age, “cyber safety” is of
paramount importance to all of us. Because of this, | am sharing with you a letter addressed
Next Edition: to all parents from Shelley Chamberlain, the Newton Public Schools’ Director of the Office of
November 20 Instructional Technology.
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From Greg’s Desk
(Continued)

Dear Parents,

The use af the Internet and World Wide Web has become an integral and routine part of instruction in our
classrooms and school libraries throughout the school day. We find that shudents use these resources at home as
wall In arder to teach studenis about the appropriate and sthical uses ofthe Internet, lbrary teachsrs and
imstructional technology specialists are partnering with classroom teachers to instruct studsrts about
Cyheriaiety. These lessons were develaoped by Infarmation Techrology Department siaffmembers wha have
been traimed to use the IS curricidum, a nationwide pragram to insiruct studerts in biarnat saf@ly.

At some point during the months of October through February, students in grades 3 through 5 will participate in
a CyberSafety lesson In grade 3, the lessan will autline studert responsibility for using the Iternet and how to
stay safe within @ "Cyber Community * In grade 4 students will explore the responsible use of the Internet by
discussing scenarias, such as bdlying on the Internst ar inappropriate wse of Internet resaurces. Fifth-grade
studerts will be jocusing on Cyber Bullying, which is wsing hurtfid or inapprapricte comments in an electrovic
Jormat, By co-teaching the lesson with the classroom teacher, our fmowledgeable staff of library teachers arnd
instructional lechrology specialisis will be available to respond to childrern’s questions.

i vau have the appartusily to talk about this topic at hams, it will help reinforces the message abaut persomnal
sajely and ethical use afthe internet [ suggest yau ask your children what they have learned about Cybarsaiehy
and remind them to confide in you or another trusted adult if they bave anry concerns.

Please do ot hesitate to contact me ifyou have any guestions.

Sircersly,

,j% 75 A berlain

Shelley B Chenm beriain

Please be aware, as well, that the rules for allowing your child’s picture to be shown on the
internet, even on classroom websites, have changed. At one time you had to give permission
for your child’s photograph to be displayed on a school-constructed web site. Now you must
explicitly “opt out” if you would prefer that your child’s picture not be shown. In order to

obtain an “opt out” form, if you have not already received one, please contact Mrs. Coffey in
the main office.

BLUE ZONE AWARENESS

each day.

In the past week staff members and | have observed a

Blue Zone. Please remember that

Wy e e Stopping in the Blue Zone for student pick-up is

limited to one minute only (police officers ticketed violators this past week); if you
need more than one minute, please park in the designated parking area further down

Ablemarle Road and walk back.

¢ Vehicles may not be left unattended in the Blue Zone during “blue zone times” for

any reason. (This has occurred several times recently. One vehicle was left

unattended for several minutes with the keys in the ignition, the engine running, and
the doors unlocked!) Please understand that four different vans and buses need to

be able to pick up and drop off students in the Blue Zone.

o Dropping off children from the driver’s side of your vehicle - even if you are parked
in the Blue Zone - is dangerous, as cars are still moving down Albemarle. Double
parking and dropping off students on either side is also dangerous, especially for the

youngest children, who may not be visible to other drivers.

Finally, I am increasingly concerned about traffic congestion
on Alblemarle Road in the morning and at the end of school

number of potentially dangerous situations in and around the






